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plans for teachers to use in the class-
room to enhance their students’ visit 
to the Nati onal Eagle Center. 

We also conti nue to look for ways to    
expand our educati onal themes and 
enhance the visitor’s experience through 
new programs and exhibits. 

In 2015, we are partnering with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Upper Mississippi Nati onal Wildlife and Fish Refuge for a new 
exhibit interpreti ng the conservati on history and importance of 

that Refuge.

Perhaps the biggest change coming in 2015 is 
our eagle care expansion. We will be leasing 

space in a nearby building to provide our se-
nior eagle ambassador, Harriet, with reti re-
ment housing suited to her current needs 
brought on by her advanced age. In addi-
ti on, we’ll be able to house and train new 
eagles to prepare them to be the next great 
eagle ambassadors. 

All of this is supported by an all volunteer 
Board of Directors working in eff ecti ve part-

nership with professional staff . In the past year 
we expanded the Board to 13 very engaged mem-

bers who have focused on issues of organizati onal gov-
ernance, strategic planning and fundraising. Board and staff  

are proud of the Nati onal Eagle Center’s accomplishments and 
excited to work together on our very bright future.

And we would especially like to thank the hundreds of members, 
donors and volunteers who support the mission and work of the 
Nati onal Eagle Center everyday!

James and Rolf

Nati onal Eagle Center 2014

A History of the Nati onal Eagle Center 1989-2014

The book chronicles the growth of the organizati on from its days as Eaglewatch, with volunteers 
spotti  ng eagles from a wooden observati on deck along the river, to the organizati on that now 
inhabits a 15,000 square foot interpreti ve center that greets 75,000 visitors each year from 
around the world.  

“The story of the Nati onal Eagle Center illustrates the power of community working together to 
make great things happen” says Nati onal Eagle Center Executi ve Director, Rolf Thompson. Au-
thors CJ Jacobson and Peg Bauernfeind capture the community feeling in . 
Through interviews with early supporters and volunteers, they tell the story of how the vision 
came to be what is today the Nati onal Eagle Center. 

On sale now at the Nati onal Eagle Center, $12.95 + tax.

educati on about eagles and the Mississippi River watershed

Celebrating our silver anniversary and looking to a bright future

Dr. James Reidy, Board Chair and Rolf Thompson, Executi ve Director

2014 has been a landmark year 
for the Nati onal Eagle Center. We 
celebrated our 25th year as an 
organizati on. Originally founded 
in 1989 as Eaglewatch (sti ll our 

corporate name), we have grown 
from a group of committ ed volun-

teers helping visitors view eagles from 
an outdoor observati on deck, to the world-class interpreti ve 
center you know today. This anniversary and the publicati on 
of A Vision Takes Flight: A History of the Nati onal Eagle Cen-
ter 1989-2014 were opportuniti es to look back and see how 
far we’ve come, but also to consider how we will 
conti nue to soar.

This year we launched our fi rst new 
permanent exhibit since our grand 
opening in 2007. Masters of the 

Sky: Raptors, Flight and Migrati on 

broadens our educati onal reach 
and helps visitors understand the 
diversity of raptors that share this 
Upper Mississippi River habitat.

2014 also marked the 10th annu-

al Wintering Golden Eagle Survey. 
This groundbreaking project has liter-
ally changed the range maps for golden 
eagles in the Midwest, by documenti ng a 
regular wintering presence here in southeast 
Minnesota and the surrounding bluffl  ands. We are excited 
to conti nue to expand the world’s knowledge of this majes-
ti c species through conti nued surveys, fi eld observati ons and 
tracking of individual birds with satellite transmitt ers.

As we look to the future we can see that there is more to 
do. In keeping with our strategic prioriti es to extend our edu-
cati onal reach, we are developing curriculum based lesson 



 Nati onal Eagle Center

Hawkins Ash CPAs completed an external audit of the Nati onal Eagle Center’s fi nancial statements. 
Additi onal fi nancial informati on is available at nati onaleaglecenter.org.

Making an Impact in 2014

Nati onal Eagle Center Board of Directors (l to r)
Tim Schlagenhaft , Dave Kosti k, Ward Johnson, Ran Miner, 

Don Jacoby, Suzanne Blue, James Reidy, Carol Scott , Jon Lineweaver, 
Victoria Moore, Randy Eggenberger, John Wodele, Chad Kjorlien

FY 2014 Income
$995,292

FY2014 Expenses
$992,450

Executi ve Director - Rolf Thompson
Director of Finance and Administrati on - Alison Springer

Director of Public Relati ons - Eileen Hanson
Educati on Director - Scott  Mehus

Director of Eagle Care - Bridget Befort
Faciliti es Manager - Bryan Hall

Naturalist and Avian Care - Jennifer Drayna
Naturalist and Watershed Gallery Curator - Anna Christenson

Marketi ng and Programs Coordinator - Danielle Daugaard
Administrati ve Assistant - June Mullen

Naturalist - Robert ‘Bucky’ Flores
Maintenance  - Steve Flak, Michelle Rasmussen

Gift  Store Buyer - Melissa Bush
Admissions and Gift  Store - Annett e Hedquist , Jeanie Mickow, 

Linda Diggins, Lora Richardson, Mary Klees, Steve Marks, 
Michaela Danzinger

Nati onal Eagle Center staff 

Eagle viewing field trips

183 participants
enjoyed opportuniti es to view 
bald and golden eagles in the 
wild on winter eagle view-
ing fi eld trips with our expert 
naturalist guides.

In 2014 our naturalist educators and eagle ambassadors 
took to the road off ering programs to audiences from 
St. Cloud to Chicago and dozens of places in between. 

51 outreach programs 

reaching more than 14,000 people

Attendance: 68,267

Fishing for Eagles

learned about fi sh of the Mis-
sissippi River and responsible 
angling.  Many experienced 

fi shing for the fi rst ti me. 
Each parti cipant received a 
bag of lead-free tackle to 
take home for their next 
fi shing adventure! 

70 fish
representi ng 9 diff erent species 
were donated to feed the bald 

eagle ambassadors. 

504 kids

Reaching out:
181 special group programs:

In additi on to our three daily programs for the general public, 
we have a regular schedule of tour groups and school visits.

86 school or youth groups

reaching 3,266 students

95 adult or senior tour groups

reaching 2,727 people

Members: 1,134

Everyday we strive to ensure that every visitor can experience 
the wonder of meeti ng live eagles up close, while learning 
about them in engaging and educati onal programs.

(July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014)

SOAR with the Eagles

Our SOAR with the Eagles 
festi val in March is our 
biggest event of the 
year. With fl ying bird 
shows every week-
end and dozens of 
special programs, 
we reached an 
audience of just over 
10,000 people in the 
month of March.

SOAR with the Eagles Raffl  e 
raised more than $9,000 and off ered great prizes 
including a Wenonah Canoe, Vortex binoculars 
and an AmericInn Suite stay.



Stephen Weihs and Pat Finkral
Michael and Laureen Fischer
David and Marta Fisk
Ed and Bev Fraser
Fraternal Order of Eagles #3063
Richard and Susan Garrison
*Gale Gill
Paul Keller and Amy Gillett 
Gary and Deborah Glomski
Ronald and Julie Go
Howard Gorder and Michelle 
     Munson

Larry and Jill Graening
*Jeff  and Wendy Graham
*Burton Grimes
*Darla Haines
Rollin Hall and Mickey Nelson
Jill Hallenberger
John Williams and Amy Hamann
John and Suzanne Hampe
Jim and Michelle Hansen
*Tara Harl
*Beth Harris
*Ann Harwood-Nuss
Peter and Anne Heegaard
Ken and Eva Heintz
P Michael and Trisha Hogan
*Michael Hokkanen
*Bill Huseth
Keith Jacoby
*Kelly Linton and Vicky 
     Jaskierski
*William and LaDonna Jewson
*Richard and Helen Jones
*Edward Jones
John and Kay Kern
*Bob Kierlin and Mary 
   Burrichter
Janice Krambeer and Darlys 
     Smith
Marie Krikava
Robert and Helen Krone
Ramona Redig and Edward 
     Lagace
Richard LeBarron
*Larry Loeffl  er and Lara 
  Lewiston
Jerome and Carol Loomis
Bob Metzger and Christi ne 
     Markham

Pete and Barb Mathias
*Richard and Rebecca Mauch
*Audrey Mayer
*Audrey Mehus
*Jim and Judy Mellinger
Jim and Anne Miller
*Victoria Moore
Jane Morrison
Barbara Naber

Dawn Nedland
*Deb Obermeyer
*Delores Nelson
*Robert and Shari Norberg
James Nordstrom and 
       Joni Lommen
*Roger Olson
Marla Ordway
*Ross and Joann Paden
*Tom and Mary Kay Palmer
*Thomas and Sally Patt erson
*Lisa Pederson
J Peter and Jane Petersilie
*Merle and Bett y Peterson
Carl and Susan Peterson
*Thomas and Patricia Peyla
*Reid and Elizabeth Polome
*Melissa Powers-DePauw
*Jeanne Raymond
*Jean and Geraldine Ross
*Fred and Dianne Schjolberg
Tim and Jenny Schlagenhaft 
David and Carol Schmitt 
*Phyllis Schneider
*Sue and Jay Schneider
*Michelle Schroeder
Dan and Patrice Scott 
David and Karen Seehusen
Murt and Rollie Seltz
Paul Shapiro
Merlin and Trudy Simonson
Dan Simpson and Elizabeth 
      Decourt
Edward Slusarski
Richard and Lorraina Smith
*Kermit and Bonnie Solem
*Randy Speers
Charles and Mary Kay Springer
*Rupert and Jeanne Strobel
*Selmer and Alice Syverson
*Ronald Tessendorf and Jane 
     Bondurant
*Darlene Theismann
*Ronald and Betsy Thomas
*Thomas and Patricia Peyla
*James and Karen Tischer
Thomas and Laura Tomaszek
Andrea Turgeon
Peter Vanhoven and 
       Margi Miller
*Bob and Nancy Vaplon
*Dorothy M Walter
Will Dilg Chapter of the 
      Izaak Walton League
*Marti n and Gretchen Wilson
*Joel and Tricia Witt enbraker
Jordan Zabel
*Gisela Zelenka-Drysdale
David and Janet Zens

SUPPORTING MEMBERS
$500+

*Paul and Marne Busch
*Henry and Marcia Fairchild
Hawkins Ash CPAs
David McLinn
*Joyce and Ron Minard
James Reidy and Cindy Putzier
*Dennis and Gail Schneider
*Dennis and Barbara Smith
*Michael and Jane Trok
*Robert Wilke
*John Wodele and 
      Susan Gaertner

$125+

*JoAnn Abbott 
*Deanne Adams
*Mark and Shirley Ahlquist
Christi ne Alber
American Legion Post #50
Carolyn Anderson
*Mark and Dianna Anderson
*Stanley and Lorna Angell
Rick Webb and Patricia Antonik
Katherine Aspenson
Kevin and Jackie Atkins
Bruce and Bev Baker
*Ed and Kathleen M 
   Bandauskas
*George and Donna Baroody
Al and Margaret Bauernfeind
James Beardsley
Calvin Bell
Brenda Berkenes and Darlene 
     Bechtold
David and Sharon Beseler
*Eric Bloemker
Tom and Carol Bouquet
*John and Sue Breitung
*Charles Bricher
*LeAnn Britt on
Peter and Ellen Brown
*Debi Bryant
*Diana Burlison
George and Ellen Calebaugh
Bill and Charlott e Carlson
John and Jane Ciecko
*Michael and Beth Clemons
*Tim Coburn
Sandra Creeley
Davidson & Associates, Inc.
Mario and Yvett e DeSancti s
Scott  and Emily Durand
Randy and Susan Eggenberger
*Philip and Marilyn F Elvert
*Stephen B Erickson
Michelle Evjen
Craig and Nancy Falkum
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Primary Feather Circle
$10,000 +

*Bob and Sandy Klas
*Mike and Karlin Symons

$5,000+

*Suzanne Blue
*Ward and Shotsy Johnson
*Jon and Jo Lineweaver

$1,000+

Jim and Claire Abbott 
*Bruce and Carolyn Adams
*Trent and Chelsea Anderson
Jerry and Mary Arens
*Richard Brennan
Preston and Donna Cook
*Jim Concidine
*Al Cooper and Sonia 
   Fuersteneau
Scott  and Lori Daentl
*Joyce Falkenstein
*William Harrison
*Thomas and Patricia Haskett 
*Don and Mary Jacoby
*Walt and Kathy Johnson
*Al and Anne Koenig
David and Jane Kosti k
*Ran and Beth Miner
*Michel and Barbara Nelson
Barbara Perry
*Phillip and Kate Perry
*Lora Richardson
Carol and Steve Scott 
*Slaggie Family Foundati on
*Tom and Cathie Stordahl
*William Webster

Three student interns also helped with 
summer programs, eagle care projects 

and the Golden Eagle Project.  

JoAnn Abbott 
Suzanne Blue
Don and Sonia Buck 
Al Cooper
Jim and Mahria DePaolo
Bill Dunn
Randy Eggenberger
Tessa Galarnyk
Howard Gorder
Amy Hamann
CJ Jacobson
Don Jacoby
Vicky Jaskierski 
Emily Johnson
Ward Johnson
McKenzie Kline
Chad Kjorlien

Dave Kosti k
Jerry and Carol Knabe
Ron Laack and Judy Ashonmacher
Jon Lineweaver
Guy Marshall
Ran Miner
Victoria Moore
Mike Perry
Jeanne Pieti g
Rae Rasmussen
James Reidy
Cindy Schlosser
Tim Schlagenhaft 
Carol Scott 
Emma Spoon 
Karlin Symons
John Wodele

Intern McKenna Schaff er with the food 
web interacti ve display she created.

Volunteers contribute thousands of hours each year to make possible all the great programs and events at the Nati onal Eagle Center. 
Our thanks to the following volunteers for their passion and dedicati on throughout the year. 

Our thanks to these students for 
all their ti me and hard work:

Heather Gosse 
McKenna Schaff er 

Courtney Wohlman

Gift s to our Endowment Fund 
     Jeanne Pieti g

This Endowment Fund was 
established in 2014 to provide 
the Nati onal Eagle Center with 
on-going support and long-term 
fi nancial stabilty. Contact Rolf 
Thompson for more informati on. 



Bruce Baumgart - Joann Baumgart
Preston Chapman - Dawn Nedland
Cord Daentl - Scott  and Lori Daentl
Ruth Gale Doffi  ng - Gale Gill
Bill and Marge Ecklund - Gail Gieseke
Nancy Fotland 
  Glenn and Joan Aff eldt
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  Stacy Hoeft 
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  Shirley Krause
  Jack and Toni Low
  Gina Mitchell
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  Ann Stett er
  Cheryl Towner
  Joanne Thoft ne
  Jeff rey and Susan Vorpahl
  Timothy Walsh
  Barbara Walters
  Randy and Lori Williams
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- Trent and Chelsea 
     Anderson

 - Beth Harris
- Michelle Evjen

Ralph Kingsbury
 - Mike and Karlin Symons

Donna Krucki - Anonymous
 - Audrey Mehus

 - Tom and Mary Kay Palmer
 - Mike and Karlin Symons

Dennis Palm - Roxann Maxey
Howard Pierpont - Kenneth and Patricia 
     Mulcahy
Dorothy Rech - Mark and Janine Younce, 
     James and Margaret Douglas

 - Mary Fuchs,
     Larry Roschen, 
Lee and Denise Roschen
Laurie Rudrud - Renee Hood

 - The family of Dr. Peter Solberg
Joseph and Joyce Spannbauer - Joyce 
     Falkenstein
Bob Wilson - Lisa Zapzalka

*Peter Hanson
*David and Catherine Hanson
Ed Krall and Eileen Hanson
Leigh and Joni Hartert
Terry and Virginia Hauge
LaVern and Nancy Hauschildt
Dale and Karen Haymann
Tom and Carol Hennessey
Lance and Jacqueline Herold
Norman and Karen Hilleren

*Larry and Kati e Himanga
Carl and Barb Hoernemann
*James and Carol Hollenbeck
Al and Miriam Holtan
*Larry and Patricia Holton
*Renee Hood
*John and Agatha Hubbard
Gary and Anne Ingalls
Chuck and Kathy Ivey
*Rolf Thompson and CJ 
     Jacobson
Robert Jameson
Mark and Alice Jarstad
*Robert and Julie Jarvis
Joel and Rebecca Jensen
*John and Peggy Justi ce
*Keith and Linda Kaiser
Patrick and Lori Keane

Douglas and Betsy Keim
*Gary and Sharon Kennebeck
Keith and Vada Kepler
Robert and Michele Kerley
*Ralph Kingsbury
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*Neil and Judi Kranich
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Shirley Lindell
*Curt Sti ne and Judy Lively
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     United Church
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*John and Mary Matti  son
Robert and Gail Maxey
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James Muedeking

MEMBERS
$65+
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Dale Boett cher
Don and Pat Borcherding
*Kristi ne Bossard
Harry and Jan Braaten
John and Phyllis Brenneman
*Lester and Susan Breuer
Larry and Mary Brugger
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*Ed and Luci Passe
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Tom and Debra Peterson
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Larry Roschen
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William and Diane Sankey
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Stephen and Rosemary Schmidt
Douglas and Lorett a Schroeder
Ollie and Sandy Schulteis
See Rock City, Inc
Mike and Bree Seger
Robert and Patricia Severin
Gary and Leslie Seykora
*Dennis and Kim Shannon
*Mike and Stacy Shuda
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Nancy Sinclair
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*Kirth and Toni Smith
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Ralph Korfh ape and Dianne 
     Sti ffl  er
James and Jill Suk
Robert Taylor
David Thull
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Mark Tompkins
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Memorial gift s to the Nati onal Eagle Center

On Veterans Day weekend we welcomed 
all veterans and acti ve duty members of 
the military with a fl ag raising ceremony 
and complimentary admission. One of 
our bald eagle ambassadors was also 
present at Wabasha’s Memorial Day 
commemorati on. And in quarterly visits 
to the VA hospital in Minneapolis, we  of-
fered the chance for wounded veterans 
to meet our nati on’s symbol. 



Dennis Dyce and LaVonne 
     Carlson
Waylon Wagner and Jodi 
     Chapek
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Chris and Caroline Church
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Mark and Tammy Condon
Peter and Mary Connelly
Jeff  Cook and Melody Nelson
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Robert Cowell
Richard and Lynne Crawford
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Mike and Carole Daughton
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     Specter
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Travis and Beth Dendinger
Melvin Dennis and Marsha 
     Baer-Dennis
Delton and Julie Denzer
Jim and Alison Deutsch
Krishna Dhulipala
Joe and Priscilla Diethelm
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Timothy and Julie Frederick
*Marvin Fredrickson
Brianna Frisch
Mark and Mary Jo Fritsvold
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*Kathi and Barbara Fruechtl
Nick and Kristi na Fruge
*Judith Funk
Tim and Aimee Gabrielson
*Tom and Linda Gallagher
Richard Gallo and Carol Steward
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Steve and Paula Geertsen
Patricia Geier and Nancy Wright
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$65+ conti nued ...
*Linda Troyer
*Adela Turnbull
Richard and Elaine Unti edt
John and Kathy Urch
Jeff rey and Susan Vorpahl
*Virginia Wade
Paul Wagner and Cindy 
     Schlosser
Thomas and Janet Walker
*Robert Walker and 
     Estella Yeung
*Carolyn Wall
William and Barbara 
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*Steve Wallerich
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Wayne and Susan 
     Wandmacher
Ann Marie Waterhouse
*Mike Weaver
Glen and Joan Wegner
*Paul and Cheri Weinke
Mark and Wendy Wiczek
Steve and Kim Will
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Stephen Winter
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Greg and Patt y Witt 
David and Jean Wodele
Gary and Rosanne Wodele
Bob and Carol Wooden
Tom and Sonja Wyant
*Jason and Lois Young
*Lisa Zapzalka
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*Christopher and Corina Abbey
Above & Beyond Tours LLC
Mike Adams and Joy 
     Glatczak-Adams
Glenn and Joan Aff eldt
Joel and Deb Aff eldt
Christi ne Iverson and Valerian 
     Ahles
John and Janice Ambuhl
John and Jeanne Amman
Dan and Carol Amos
Daniel and Gail Amundson
Brett  and Maurella Andersen
Dennis and Stephanie Anderson
Ashton Anderson
Ron and Nancy Anderson
Robert Andruszkiewicz
Melvin Dennis and Marsha 
     Baer-Dennis
R Clark and Tina Bain
*Bett y Mae Baker
*Helen Balcome
Suzanne Balduzzi
J Roland and Nancy Ballow

*Cindy Bann
*Janice Barker
Steve and Lisa Barta
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Tim and Georgiann Bartylla
*Jim and Linda Bauer

Terry and Audrey Bauer
Emil and Mary Baukert
John and Nicole Beatt y
Bob Schmaltz  and Jennifer Beck
Jim and Patti   Bell
Keith and Catherine Bell
Carol Berglund  and Jane Rowe
Dan and Christi na Bethke
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Norbert and Barbara Bitt ner
Deborah Black and Christi ne 
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*Debbie Blackman
Dennis and Andrea Blanck
Terry and Angela Blum
*Sylvester and Sharon 
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Franz Ulrich and Lisa Bormann
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Pamela Haukaas
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Marcia Heil
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Kay Hickey
Marilyn Hoff 
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*Kathie Jensen
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Lon Keith
Peter Kemmer
*Adrienne Kinkaid
*Richard Kiscaden
*Sean Lydon and Roberta 
     Kitlinski
*Mary Klees
Natalie Knickrehm
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Marlene Kosobucki
*Margaret Kramer

Jim Kresh
Danielle Kruse
Greg Krzyzaniak
*Robert Lafay
James Lindfors
*Laurrie Logan
Bonnie Lopiano
*Sharon Lowry
Sara Lubinski
Joan Lund
Mary Lundh
Darlene Maley
*Cyril and Wendy Mathis
Sharon Matt hias
*Roxann Maxey
*Dan McCanney
*Kathy McCarthy
*Kathryn McMahon
*Kim Meline
Theresa Melnychenko
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Richard Moore
Connie Morey
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Mary Mundy
*Pat Mutt er
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Lester Neeb
Jeff rey and Roxanne Nehring
Mark Noll
Sandra Nowlan
*Barbara O’Brien
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Anthony Opem
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*Harriet Pedersen
Dorothy Peterson
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Jeff  and Sharon Roemer
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Carlene Roof
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Tamara Sherman
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Michael Solveson
Joan Sorenson
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We are grateful for the following grants to support the mission 
and programs of the Nati onal Eagle Center, the Golden Eagle 
Project and our newest exhibit, Masters of the Sky; Raptors, 
Flight and Migrati on. 
Ruth Gale and George Doffi  ng Charitable Fund
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
Margaret A Cargill Foundati on
Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 
Katherine B Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundati on
Xcel Energy

Gift s to the Nati onal Eagle Center were made in 

 - Elise Packineau
 - Anonymous

Valerie Bausch - Thomas and Janet Walker, 
     Peter and Mary  Connelly, Scott  and Tamara Woker
Peter Benson - Britt any Hestad
Ellie Crosby - Ward and Shotsy Johnson
The Decorah Bald Eagles - Kim Meline
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- Pat Mutt er
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At the end of 2014, our senior eagle 
ambassador Harriet, challenged us to 
raise the funds for an expansion of our 
eagle care faciliti es. 

Members of our Board of Directors 
and special friends agreed to match 
donati ons in November and December, 
up to $31,000. In all more than 350 
donors stepped forward to help us 
meet Harriet’s Challenge, and exceed 
the matching goal! 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed!
These funds make it possible to:

Expand our eagle care faciliti es and provide Harriet with 
reti rement housing
Conti nue to inspire thousands of people through innovati ve 
educati onal programs
Provide on-going care for all our rescued eagle ambassadors

*Denotes a contributor to Harriet’s Challenge 
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Brian Ohm and Alison Betti  n
Dan and Nancy Biersack
Norbert and Barbara Bitt ner
Deborah Black and Christi ne 
     Rupprecht
*Debbie Blackman
Dennis and Andrea Blanck
Terry and Angela Blum
*Sylvester and Sharon 
   Boeckman
Gwen Bohlke
Nancy Bohn
Joseph and Amber Boone
Franz Ulrich and Lisa Bormann
Joe and Jeannett e Bree
Kay Briski
Frank and Mary Broderick
Jordan Brogan and Cinthia Biros
Frances and Ethan Bryant
Richard and Phyllis Brynteson
Bob and Jessica Burmaster
Mark and Cathy Burns
Ernie and Bonnie Burrow
Steve and Jane Busarow
David Bushell
Norm and Kathy Bussian
Todd and Elaine Busswitz
*Duane Ihrke and Carolyn 
   Buvala
Jamey and Paige Caldwell
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Jayne Harris
Gary Harrison
Carol Hasti ngs
Pamela Haukaas
*Mary Hayes
Marcia Heil
*Joan Heinen
Kay Hickey
Marilyn Hoff 
Jennifer Hoff man
Wendy Holdman
Ben Hovell
*Brian Huberty
*Mark Hulti ne
*Patti   Humphrey
*Pat Hund
Steven Isakson
*Kathie Jensen
Barbara Jensen

Kathryn Johnson
*Susan Johnson
Holly Kasel
Lon Keith
Peter Kemmer
*Adrienne Kinkaid
*Richard Kiscaden
*Sean Lydon and Roberta 
     Kitlinski
*Mary Klees
Natalie Knickrehm
Carol Kollander
Marlene Kosobucki
*Margaret Kramer

Jim Kresh
Danielle Kruse
Greg Krzyzaniak
*Robert Lafay
James Lindfors
*Laurrie Logan
Bonnie Lopiano
*Sharon Lowry
Sara Lubinski
Joan Lund
Mary Lundh
Darlene Maley
*Cyril and Wendy Mathis
Sharon Matt hias
*Roxann Maxey
*Dan McCanney
*Kathy McCarthy
*Kathryn McMahon
*Kim Meline
Theresa Melnychenko
Kerry Minarik
Richard Moore
Connie Morey
Ruth Morgan
Mary Mundy
*Pat Mutt er
Helen Myers
Lester Neeb
Jeff rey and Roxanne Nehring
Mark Noll
Sandra Nowlan
*Barbara O’Brien
Rebecca O’Hearn
Anthony Opem

Linda Ordorff 
Kathleen Palmen
*Joseph Palzkill
*Cathy Patkoff 
Margaret Anne Payne
*Harriet Pedersen
Dorothy Peterson
Alicia Platt ner-Whitmore
Mary Ann Preston
*Jennifer Price
Kay Price
Phillip and Barbara Quillin
*Shelley Reynolds
Jeff  and Sharon Roemer
Mark Roemer
*Donna Rogers
Carlene Roof
*Pamela Rosenbaum
Hope Rutledge
*Arlene Satt ler
Jeanett e Scholtes
Rose Shea
Tamara Sherman
Mary Sifrit
Michael Solveson
Joan Sorenson
*Susan Steiner
Ann Stett er
Dotti  e Stevens
Lois Steyer
Kathy Stoller-Junghans
Lorie Strombeck
Kolleen Stubbe
Annabelle Suilmann

David Swanson
*Frank Taylor
Vicky Thomas
Kathy Thompson
Sandra Thornby
Geraldine Tralmer
Patricia Turcott e
Paula Turnbull
Leslie Turner
Kathleen Vaplon
Douglas Voeltz
Gerald Von Ehwegen
Staci Waltman
Lori Ward
Brenda Watt 
Nancy Weber
Jerry Weigel
*Al and Jane Wernecke
Bett y Wiegand
Randy and Lori Williams
*Diann and Shannon 
     Williamson
*Shawn Willy
Anna Mae Wodele
William J Wolcott 
William Wold
Marilyn Wolter
Chuck Zabel
Jon Zabowski
Karen Zacharias
Lynn Zilinsky
Katherine Zumbrunnen
Nadine Zwett ler

We are grateful for the following grants to support the mission 
and programs of the Nati onal Eagle Center, the Golden Eagle 
Project and our newest exhibit, Masters of the Sky; Raptors, 
Flight and Migrati on. 
Ruth Gale and George Doffi  ng Charitable Fund
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
Margaret A Cargill Foundati on
Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 
Katherine B Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundati on

Gift s to the Nati onal Eagle Center were made in 
honor of the following:
American Legion Post 290 - Elise Packineau
The Angen Family - Anonymous
Valerie Bausch - Thomas and Janet Walker, 
     Peter and Mary  Connelly, Scott  and Tamara Woker
Peter Benson - Britt any Hestad
Ellie Crosby - Ward and Shotsy Johnson
The Decorah Bald Eagles - Kim Meline
Nan and Spike Eklund - Ward and Shotsy Johnson
sheila ff olliott  - Ward and Shotsy Johnson
Sean Hannigan - John and Dawn Hannigan
Shepard Krech - Ward and Shotsy Johnson
Chuck and Babs Larsen - Jane Doyle
Dwaine Marlow - Patricia Marlow
Braeden Mcmahon - Peggy Mcmahon, Anonymous
Stu McVicar - Tammy Chatman
Bill and Connie Milder - Robert Jameson
Greg Reynolds - Shelley Reynolds
Mary Rivers - William and LaDonna Jewson
Kathy Silverthorn - Pat Mutt er
Mike and Karlin Symons - Ward and Shotsy Johnson
Rod and Cecie Titcomb - Ward and Shotsy Johnson
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At the end of 2014, our senior eagle 
ambassador Harriet, challenged us to 
raise the funds for an expansion of our 
eagle care faciliti es. 

Members of our Board of Directors 
and special friends agreed to match 
donati ons in November and December, 
up to $31,000. In all more than 350 
donors stepped forward to help us 
meet Harriet’s Challenge, and exceed 
the matching goal! 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed!
These funds make it possible to:
• Expand our eagle care faciliti es and provide Harriet with 

reti rement housing
• Conti nue to inspire thousands of people through innovati ve 

educati onal programs
• Provide on-going care for all our rescued eagle ambassadors

*Denotes a contributor to Harriet’s Challenge 



Bruce Baumgart - Joann Baumgart
Preston Chapman - Dawn Nedland
Cord Daentl - Scott  and Lori Daentl
Ruth Gale Doffi  ng - Gale Gill
Bill and Marge Ecklund - Gail Gieseke
Nancy Fotland - 
  Glenn and Joan Aff eldt
  Daun Allen
  Barbara Bates
  Mark and Cari Burmaster
  Kim Dockham
  Keith and Jennifer Evenson
  David and Kathryn Fontanini
  David and Patti   Hanson
  Lance and Jacqueline Herold
  Stacy Hoeft 
  Bruce Jentz and Ginger Hopkins Jentz
  Jirsa Constructi on
  James and Joyce Koelbl
  Shirley Krause
  Jack and Toni Low
  Gina Mitchell

    

  Jeff rey and Roxanne Nehring
  Phillip and Barbara Quillin
  Jeremy and Christi na Rickert
  Dianna Schermerhorn
  Ann Stett er
  Cheryl Towner
  Joanne Thoft ne
  Jeff rey and Susan Vorpahl
  Timothy Walsh
  Barbara Walters
  Randy and Lori Williams
  Gary and Esther Wrobel
Marilyn Froberg - Trent and Chelsea 
     Anderson
Michael Harris - Beth Harris
Walter Hunt - Michelle Evjen
Harley Kingsbury - Ralph Kingsbury
Marion Kimball - Mike and Karlin Symons
Donna Krucki - Anonymous
Eugene Mehus - Audrey Mehus

Kay Meiers - Tom and Mary Kay Palmer
Karen Ostbye - Mike and Karlin Symons
Dennis Palm - Roxann Maxey
Howard Pierpont - Kenneth and Patricia 
     Mulcahy
Dorothy Rech - Mark and Janine Younce, 
     James and Margaret Douglas
Eleanor Roschen-Stroot - Mary Fuchs,
     Larry Roschen, 
Lee and Denise Roschen
Laurie Rudrud - Renee Hood
Peter Solberg - The family of Dr. Peter Solberg
Joseph and Joyce Spannbauer - Joyce 
     Falkenstein
Bob Wilson - Lisa Zapzalka

*Peter Hanson
*David and Catherine Hanson
Ed Krall and Eileen Hanson
Leigh and Joni Hartert
Terry and Virginia Hauge
LaVern and Nancy Hauschildt
Dale and Karen Haymann
Tom and Carol Hennessey
Lance and Jacqueline Herold
Norman and Karen Hilleren

*Larry and Kati e Himanga
Carl and Barb Hoernemann
*James and Carol Hollenbeck
Al and Miriam Holtan
*Larry and Patricia Holton
*Renee Hood
*John and Agatha Hubbard
Gary and Anne Ingalls
Chuck and Kathy Ivey
*Rolf Thompson and CJ 
     Jacobson
Robert Jameson
Mark and Alice Jarstad
*Robert and Julie Jarvis
Joel and Rebecca Jensen
*John and Peggy Justi ce
*Keith and Linda Kaiser
Patrick and Lori Keane

Douglas and Betsy Keim
*Gary and Sharon Kennebeck
Keith and Vada Kepler
Robert and Michele Kerley
*Ralph Kingsbury
*Ron and Eileen Kjellman
Julie Matt son and Mary Kay 
     Klarich
Kathy Kniti g
*Neil and Judi Kranich
*Mary Krolick
John and Brenda Landy
Vance and Lynett e Larson
Art and Marilyn Launer
David and Brenda Lerum
Shirley Lindell
*Curt Sti ne and Judy Lively
Pete and Mary Lombard
Macalester Plymouth 
     United Church
*Jacqueline Mahlke
Virgil and Linda Mahlstedt
Sue Ann Malone and Shelly 

*John and Mary Matti  son
Robert and Gail Maxey
David and Sherla Mayer
*Sue McAdams
*James and Karen McCrady
*Peggy Mcmahon
Carlos and Kena Montgomery
James Muedeking

MEMBERS

*Gerald Adams
Arthur Evans and Carolynn 
     Allen-Evans
*Ben and Andrea Anderson
*Jason Anderson
Steve and Kathy Anderson
John Arganian
*Constance Arzigian
*Daniel and Nancy 
   Baker-Olson
Shawn and Tammy Ball
*James Ball
Ed and Laura Bartell
Valarie Bartelme
*Ellyn Bartges

*Charles and Judy 
   Bassett 
Ron and Mary Jo Bauer
Dean Bauernfeind
Valerie Bausch
Jerry and Marcy Beech
*Larry and Barb Bennett 
Patricia Berry
*Ed Biggerstaff  and 
     Brenda Harrison
Jeff  and Jody Blumenthal
Donald and Alice Blystone
Dale Boett cher
Don and Pat Borcherding
*Kristi ne Bossard
Harry and Jan Braaten
John and Phyllis Brenneman
*Lester and Susan Breuer
Larry and Mary Brugger
William and Ann Bruins
*Roger Buck
Tom and Barbara Burk
Henry and Nancy Carbone
Larry and Judy Chambers
*Arta Cheney
*Paula Christopherson
Cliff ord and Grace Clark
Comforts of Home Assisted 
     Living Tenants
*Michael Scott  and Lorna 
     Cooper
*Nancy Cordy and Raina Sinclair
Robert Gilbreath and Cheryl 
     Covington
*Donald and Sandy Craighead
*Tom and Marilyn Crowley
Dudley and Barbara Davis
Fred and Karen Day
Lynn and Kaitlyn Dehnke
*Kristi ne Demski
Rick Wollin and Debbie Doerr
*John and Rose Doffi  ng

*Todd Douma and Lisa Carlson   
   Douma
*Tom and Nicole Drennan
*Ron and Carolyn Drude
David and Barbara Dueholm
Bill and Carol Dunn
*Paul and Kirsten Dunstan
John and Sherry Earle
*Jim and Mary Eddy
Tom and Denise Evans

Gerald and Linda Feeney
Cindy Fischer
*Kay Fisher
Stephen and Evelyn Fisher
Dag Knudsen and Deirdre  
     Flesche
Paul and Mary Flicek
Patrick Foley
Henry Schiller and Jean Fox
Diane Fox
Fraternal Order of Eagles #2228
Fraternal Order of Eagles #2334
Fraternal Order of Eagles #2368
Fraternal Order of Eagles #351
*John and Maureen Frydenlund
*Robert and Gertrude Gaarder
John Gallovitch
Chris and Jill Gannon
Mike and Elaine Gawlik
Michael and Barbara Geer
*Gail Gieseke
Gary and Donna Gieseke
Peter and Elaine Gillen
Larry and Mary Gorden
Stephanie Grande and Lorraine 
     Kretchman
Allan Rosenwald and Mary Grau
Roland and Tanya Graves
*Edwin and Maureen Grayzeck
*Michael and Jana Hagen
Gary and Mary Hager
Adam and Shannon Hansen

*Kenneth and Patricia Mulcahy
*Carl and Linda Munson
*Nancy Nielson
*Robert and Susan Nix
Russell and Caroline Nygren
William and Susan O’Connell
*Thomas and Mary Jo O’Malley
John and Mary Ochsner
*Steve and Paulett e Olson
Harlow and Carol Osteboe
Oscar and Charlott e Ostrom
*Elise Packineau
*Robert and Mary Paddock
Ted Passe and Michele 

*Ed and Luci Passe
*J Peter and Jane Petersilie
Tom and Debra Peterson
Ginger Pogainis
John and Laura Polymeros
Paavo and Darlene Pyykkonen
*Larry Ramthun
Fred and Wanda Rhodes
Rick and Marilynne Rickenbach
Mark and Lindy Riesterer
John and Laura Rinaldi
Cyril and Wendy Mathis
Larry Roschen
*Judy Rosenberg
Bob and Deb Rowald
Arlan and Sandra Runningen
William and Diane Sankey
*Robert and Diane Scheel
*Gary and Shelby Schlosstein
Stephen and Rosemary Schmidt
Douglas and Lorett a Schroeder
Ollie and Sandy Schulteis
See Rock City, Inc
Mike and Bree Seger
Robert and Patricia Severin
Gary and Leslie Seykora
*Dennis and Kim Shannon
*Mike and Stacy Shuda
Dale and Fran Siewert
Ken and Barbara Simurdiak
Nancy Sinclair
*Glen Skovholt
*Kirth and Toni Smith
Timothy Smith and Lynne Taylor
Glen and Pelagie Snesrud
Dennis and Jean Southwick
*Steven St. Clair
*Craig and Suzanne Stancl
Ralph Korfh ape and Dianne 
     Sti ffl  er
James and Jill Suk
Robert Taylor
David Thull
Richard and Chris Tolman
Mark Tompkins
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Memorial gift s to the Nati onal Eagle Center

Eagles Honoring Veterans

On Veterans Day weekend we welcomed 
all veterans and acti ve duty members of 
the military with a fl ag raising ceremony 
and complimentary admission. One of 
our bald eagle ambassadors was also 
present at Wabasha’s Memorial Day 
commemorati on. And in quarterly visits 
to the VA hospital in Minneapolis, we  of-
fered the chance for wounded veterans 
to meet our nati on’s symbol. 



Stephen Weihs and Pat Finkral
Michael and Laureen Fischer
David and Marta Fisk
Ed and Bev Fraser
Fraternal Order of Eagles #3063
Richard and Susan Garrison
*Gale Gill
Paul Keller and Amy Gillett 
Gary and Deborah Glomski
Ronald and Julie Go
Howard Gorder and Michelle 

Larry and Jill Graening
*Jeff  and Wendy Graham
*Burton Grimes
*Darla Haines
Rollin Hall and Mickey Nelson
Jill Hallenberger
John Williams and Amy Hamann
John and Suzanne Hampe
Jim and Michelle Hansen
*Tara Harl
*Beth Harris
*Ann Harwood-Nuss
Peter and Anne Heegaard
Ken and Eva Heintz
P Michael and Trisha Hogan
*Michael Hokkanen
*Bill Huseth
Keith Jacoby
*Kelly Linton and Vicky 
     Jaskierski
*William and LaDonna Jewson
*Richard and Helen Jones
*Edward Jones
John and Kay Kern
*Bob Kierlin and Mary 
   Burrichter
Janice Krambeer and Darlys 
     Smith
Marie Krikava
Robert and Helen Krone
Ramona Redig and Edward 
     Lagace
Richard LeBarron
*Larry Loeffl  er and Lara 
  Lewiston
Jerome and Carol Loomis
Bob Metzger and Christi ne 

Pete and Barb Mathias
*Richard and Rebecca Mauch
*Audrey Mayer
*Audrey Mehus
*Jim and Judy Mellinger
Jim and Anne Miller
*Victoria Moore
Jane Morrison

Dawn Nedland
*Deb Obermeyer
*Delores Nelson
*Robert and Shari Norberg
James Nordstrom and 
       Joni Lommen
*Roger Olson
Marla Ordway
*Ross and Joann Paden
*Tom and Mary Kay Palmer
*Thomas and Sally Patt erson
*Lisa Pederson
J Peter and Jane Petersilie
*Merle and Bett y Peterson
Carl and Susan Peterson
*Thomas and Patricia Peyla
*Reid and Elizabeth Polome
*Melissa Powers-DePauw
*Jeanne Raymond
*Jean and Geraldine Ross
*Fred and Dianne Schjolberg
Tim and Jenny Schlagenhaft 
David and Carol Schmitt 
*Phyllis Schneider
*Sue and Jay Schneider
*Michelle Schroeder
Dan and Patrice Scott 
David and Karen Seehusen
Murt and Rollie Seltz
Paul Shapiro
Merlin and Trudy Simonson
Dan Simpson and Elizabeth 
      Decourt
Edward Slusarski
Richard and Lorraina Smith
*Kermit and Bonnie Solem
*Randy Speers
Charles and Mary Kay Springer
*Rupert and Jeanne Strobel
*Selmer and Alice Syverson
*Ronald Tessendorf and Jane 
     Bondurant
*Darlene Theismann
*Ronald and Betsy Thomas
*Thomas and Patricia Peyla
*James and Karen Tischer
Thomas and Laura Tomaszek
Andrea Turgeon
Peter Vanhoven and 
       Margi Miller
*Bob and Nancy Vaplon
*Dorothy M Walter
Will Dilg Chapter of the 
      Izaak Walton League
*Marti n and Gretchen Wilson
*Joel and Tricia Witt enbraker
Jordan Zabel
*Gisela Zelenka-Drysdale
David and Janet Zens

SUPPORTING MEMBERS

*Paul and Marne Busch
*Henry and Marcia Fairchild
Hawkins Ash CPAs
David McLinn
*Joyce and Ron Minard
James Reidy and Cindy Putzier
*Dennis and Gail Schneider
*Dennis and Barbara Smith
*Michael and Jane Trok
*Robert Wilke
*John Wodele and 
      Susan Gaertner

JoAnn Abbott 
*Deanne Adams
*Mark and Shirley Ahlquist
Christi ne Alber
American Legion Post #50
Carolyn Anderson
*Mark and Dianna Anderson
*Stanley and Lorna Angell
Rick Webb and Patricia Antonik
Katherine Aspenson
Kevin and Jackie Atkins
Bruce and Bev Baker
*Ed and Kathleen M 
   Bandauskas
*George and Donna Baroody
Al and Margaret Bauernfeind
James Beardsley
Calvin Bell
Brenda Berkenes and Darlene 
     Bechtold
David and Sharon Beseler
*Eric Bloemker
Tom and Carol Bouquet
*John and Sue Breitung
*Charles Bricher
*LeAnn Britt on
Peter and Ellen Brown
*Debi Bryant
*Diana Burlison
George and Ellen Calebaugh
Bill and Charlott e Carlson
John and Jane Ciecko
*Michael and Beth Clemons
*Tim Coburn
Sandra Creeley
Davidson & Associates, Inc.
Mario and Yvett e DeSancti s
Scott  and Emily Durand
Randy and Susan Eggenberger
*Philip and Marilyn F Elvert
*Stephen B Erickson
Michelle Evjen
Craig and Nancy Falkum
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Primary Feather Circle

*Bob and Sandy Klas
*Mike and Karlin Symons

*Suzanne Blue
*Ward and Shotsy Johnson
*Jon and Jo Lineweaver

Jim and Claire Abbott 
*Bruce and Carolyn Adams
*Trent and Chelsea Anderson
Jerry and Mary Arens
*Richard Brennan
Preston and Donna Cook
*Jim Concidine
*Al Cooper and Sonia 
   Fuersteneau
Scott  and Lori Daentl
*Joyce Falkenstein
*William Harrison
*Thomas and Patricia Haskett 
*Don and Mary Jacoby
*Walt and Kathy Johnson
*Al and Anne Koenig
David and Jane Kosti k
*Ran and Beth Miner
*Michel and Barbara Nelson
Barbara Perry
*Phillip and Kate Perry
*Lora Richardson
Carol and Steve Scott 
*Slaggie Family Foundati on
*Tom and Cathie Stordahl
*William Webster

Three student interns also helped with 
summer programs, eagle care projects 

and the Golden Eagle Project.  

JoAnn Abbott 
Suzanne Blue
Don and Sonia Buck 
Al Cooper
Jim and Mahria DePaolo
Bill Dunn
Randy Eggenberger
Tessa Galarnyk
Howard Gorder
Amy Hamann
CJ Jacobson
Don Jacoby
Vicky Jaskierski 
Emily Johnson
Ward Johnson
McKenzie Kline
Chad Kjorlien

Dave Kosti k
Jerry and Carol Knabe
Ron Laack and Judy Ashonmacher
Jon Lineweaver
Guy Marshall
Ran Miner
Victoria Moore
Mike Perry
Jeanne Pieti g
Rae Rasmussen
James Reidy
Cindy Schlosser
Tim Schlagenhaft 
Carol Scott 
Emma Spoon 
Karlin Symons
John Wodele

Intern McKenna Schaff er with the food 
web interacti ve display she created.

Volunteers contribute thousands of hours each year to make possible all the great programs and events at the Nati onal Eagle Center. 
Our thanks to the following volunteers for their passion and dedicati on throughout the year. 

Our thanks to these students for 
all their ti me and hard work:

Heather Gosse 
McKenna Schaff er 

Courtney Wohlman

VOLUNTEERS help make it all happen!

Gift s to our Endowment Fund 
     Jeanne Pieti g

This Endowment Fund was 
established in 2014 to provide 
the Nati onal Eagle Center with 
on-going support and long-term 
fi nancial stabilty. Contact Rolf 
Thompson for more informati on. 



 Financial Statements for 

Eaglewatch, Inc. dba Nati onal Eagle Center

Hawkins Ash CPAs completed an external audit of the Nati onal Eagle Center’s fi nancial statements. 
Additi onal fi nancial informati on is available at nati onaleaglecenter.org.

Nati onal Eagle Center Board of Directors (l to r)
Tim Schlagenhaft , Dave Kosti k, Ward Johnson, Ran Miner, 

Don Jacoby, Suzanne Blue, James Reidy, Carol Scott , Jon Lineweaver, 
Victoria Moore, Randy Eggenberger, John Wodele, Chad Kjorlien

FY 2014 Income
$995,292

FY2014 Expenses
$992,450

Executi ve Director - Rolf Thompson
Director of Finance and Administrati on - Alison Springer

Director of Public Relati ons - Eileen Hanson
Educati on Director - Scott  Mehus

Director of Eagle Care - Bridget Befort
Faciliti es Manager - Bryan Hall

Naturalist and Avian Care - Jennifer Drayna
Naturalist and Watershed Gallery Curator - Anna Christenson

Marketi ng and Programs Coordinator - Danielle Daugaard
Administrati ve Assistant - June Mullen

Naturalist - Robert ‘Bucky’ Flores
Maintenance  - Steve Flak, Michelle Rasmussen

Gift  Store Buyer - Melissa Bush
Admissions and Gift  Store - Annett e Hedquist , Jeanie Mickow, 

Linda Diggins, Lora Richardson, Mary Klees, Steve Marks, 
Michaela Danzinger

Nati onal Eagle Center staff 

enjoyed opportuniti es to view 
bald and golden eagles in the 
wild on winter eagle view-
ing fi eld trips with our expert 
naturalist guides.

In 2014 our naturalist educators and eagle ambassadors 
took to the road off ering programs to audiences from 
St. Cloud to Chicago and dozens of places in between. 

learned about fi sh of the Mis-
sissippi River and responsible 
angling.  Many experienced 

fi shing for the fi rst ti me. 
Each parti cipant received a 
bag of lead-free tackle to 
take home for their next 
fi shing adventure! 

representi ng 9 diff erent species 
were donated to feed the bald 

eagle ambassadors. 

In additi on to our three daily programs for the general public, 
we have a regular schedule of tour groups and school visits.

Everyday we strive to ensure that every visitor can experience 
the wonder of meeti ng live eagles up close, while learning 
about them in engaging and educati onal programs.

Fiscal Year 2014 

(July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014)

Our SOAR with the Eagles 
festi val in March is our 
biggest event of the 
year. With fl ying bird 
shows every week-
end and dozens of 
special programs, 
we reached an 
audience of just over 
10,000 people in the 
month of March.

SOAR with the Eagles Raffl  e 
raised more than $9,000 and off ered great prizes 
including a Wenonah Canoe, Vortex binoculars 
and an AmericInn Suite stay.
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plans for teachers to use in the class-
room to enhance their students’ visit 
to the Nati onal Eagle Center. 

We also conti nue to look for ways to    
expand our educati onal themes and 
enhance the visitor’s experience through 
new programs and exhibits. 

In 2015, we are partnering with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Upper Mississippi Nati onal Wildlife and Fish Refuge for a new 
exhibit interpreti ng the conservati on history and importance of 

that Refuge.

Perhaps the biggest change coming in 2015 is 
our eagle care expansion. We will be leasing 

space in a nearby building to provide our se-
nior eagle ambassador, Harriet, with reti re-
ment housing suited to her current needs 
brought on by her advanced age. In addi-
ti on, we’ll be able to house and train new 
eagles to prepare them to be the next great 
eagle ambassadors. 

All of this is supported by an all volunteer 
Board of Directors working in eff ecti ve part-

nership with professional staff . In the past year 
we expanded the Board to 13 very engaged mem-

bers who have focused on issues of organizati onal gov-
ernance, strategic planning and fundraising. Board and staff  

are proud of the Nati onal Eagle Center’s accomplishments and 
excited to work together on our very bright future.

And we would especially like to thank the hundreds of members, 
donors and volunteers who support the mission and work of the 
Nati onal Eagle Center everyday!

James and Rolf

Nati onal Eagle Center

A Vision Takes Flight: 
A History of the Nati onal Eagle Center 1989-2014

The book chronicles the growth of the organizati on from its days as Eaglewatch, with volunteers 
spotti  ng eagles from a wooden observati on deck along the river, to the organizati on that now 
inhabits a 15,000 square foot interpreti ve center that greets 75,000 visitors each year from 
around the world.  

“The story of the Nati onal Eagle Center illustrates the power of community working together to 
make great things happen” says Nati onal Eagle Center Executi ve Director, Rolf Thompson. Au-
thors CJ Jacobson and Peg Bauernfeind capture the community feeling in A Vision Takes Flight. 
Through interviews with early supporters and volunteers, they tell the story of how the vision 
came to be what is today the Nati onal Eagle Center. 

On sale now at the Nati onal Eagle Center, $12.95 + tax.

To foster environmental stewardship and community sustainability through 

educati on about eagles and the Mississippi River watershed

Jerry Arens  
State Farm Insurance

Many thanks to the following SOAR with the Eagles 2014 sponsors!

Dr. James Reidy, Board Chair and Rolf Thompson, Executi ve Director

2014 has been a landmark year 
for the Nati onal Eagle Center. We 
celebrated our 25th year as an 
organizati on. Originally founded 
in 1989 as Eaglewatch (sti ll our 

corporate name), we have grown 
from a group of committ ed volun-

teers helping visitors view eagles from 
an outdoor observati on deck, to the world-class interpreti ve 
center you know today. This anniversary and the publicati on 
of A Vision Takes Flight: A History of the Nati onal Eagle Cen-
ter 1989-2014 were opportuniti es to look back and see how 
far we’ve come, but also to consider how we will 
conti nue to soar.

This year we launched our fi rst new 
permanent exhibit since our grand 
opening in 2007. 
Sky: Raptors, Flight and Migrati on
broadens our educati onal reach 
and helps visitors understand the 
diversity of raptors that share this 
Upper Mississippi River habitat.

2014 also marked the 10th

al Wintering Golden Eagle Survey. 
This groundbreaking project has liter-
ally changed the range maps for golden 
eagles in the Midwest, by documenti ng a 
regular wintering presence here in southeast 
Minnesota and the surrounding bluffl  ands. We are excited 
to conti nue to expand the world’s knowledge of this majes-
ti c species through conti nued surveys, fi eld observati ons and 
tracking of individual birds with satellite transmitt ers.

As we look to the future we can see that there is more to 
do. In keeping with our strategic prioriti es to extend our edu-
cati onal reach, we are developing curriculum based lesson 


